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Two survivors injured; 
craft landed at school, 
skidded into home 


BY PAULINE REPARD, JOHN 
WILKENS & KRISTINA DAVIS 


A single-engine plane with 
four people aboard crashed into 
a Clairemont home and burst 
into flames Saturday, killing two 
passengers and destroying the 
house, authorities said. 

The accident occurred about 
4:35 p.m. when the Beech B36 Bo- 
nanza crash-landed in the base- 
ball field of Lafayette Elementary 
School and skidded into the back 
ofahome on Chandler Drive near 
Mt. Abernathy Place. 
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Neighbors said a family with a 
baby are renting the house. They 
were not home at the time. Their 
two dogs perished inside the 
house, neighbors and authorities 
said. 

The six-seat plane took off 
from Montgomery Field, a half- 
mile to the west, about 4:30 p.m., 
and shortly after the pilot radi- 
oed an engine failure, said San 
Diego Fire-Rescue Chief Brian 
Fennessy. The pilot reported an 
attempt would be made to land 
back at the airport. 

It appeared the pilot tried to 
land the plane in the open space 
of the schoolyard and adjacent 
park, the chief said. The plane hit 
the ground upright and traveled 
100 to 200 yards, plowed through 
at least one fence, then smashed 
into the house. 

Neighbors heard a loud explo- 
sion, saw flames and called 911 to 
report a house fire. Fennessy said 
firefighters didn’t know a plane 
had crashed until they got to the 
house and sawit. 

The plane and back of the 
house were engulfed in flames by 
then and no rescue was possible 
of two people found in the air- 
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LILAC FIRE; SPREAD SLOWS 


NELVIN C. CEPEDA U-T 


Mike Hulsizer walks around the burned debris of what was his home and garage on Wrightwood Road in Bonsall. Behind him is 
his restored 1949 Oldsmobile, which is next to where his 24-foot ocean fishing boat was parked. 


SIFTING AND 
TEARS ON 

A BLOCK OF 
DEVASTATION 


BY JOHN WILKENS 


Saturday on Wrightwood Road 
in Bonsall was a time for sifting — 
sifting through memories, through 
tears, through ashes. 

When the Lilac fire blew 
through there Thursday after- 
noon, it burned down at least seven 
houses on the hilly street, and it 
would have been worse if firefight- 
ers and a half-dozen neighbors 
hadn’t been there to put out flames 
that in some places licked to within 
afew feet of the outside walls. 

So along with the lingering 
smell of wood smoke, there was a 
swirl of emotion up and down the 
road Saturday morning. People 
who lost their houses were grateful 
to be alive. Those whose houses 
still stood felt relieved, but also a 
little guilty, and they grieved for 
what their neighbors were going 
through. 

It’s a street where everybody 
seems to know everybody else, if 
not by name then at least by sight. 

SEE BLOCK e° A16 


Potential for winds to flare up is biggest concern for officials 


BY DANA LITTLEFIELD 
& DAVID GARRICK 


Firefighters continued to 
make progress in the grueling 
effort to stop the spread of the 
Lilac fire, even as Santa Ana 
winds blew through parts of 
San Diego County on Saturday 
and were expected to reach 
areas already ravaged by wild- 
fire by the next morning. 

After days of fighting flames 
that cut swiftly across northern 
San Diego County, fire officials 
said the blaze was 50 percent 


contained and was holding at 
4,100 acres — developments 
that afforded a glimmer of hope 
in communities hoping to avoid 
further loss. 

More sobering was news that 
the number of homes destroyed 
by the fire had risen to 182, and 
23 damaged, most of them in 
Fallbrook and Bonsall, where 
the blaze began, and that 1,500 
structures remain under threat. 

Throughout the day, as some 
residents were able to return to 
their homes to see what was still 
standing, fire crews worked to 


surround the blaze, keeping 
close watch on hotspots and fly- 
ing embers that could ignite 
structures and vegetation that 
had not burned. 

The potential for winds to 
flare up and turn those 
hotspots into larger blazes is 
the biggest concern of fire offi- 
cials, John Buchanan, a North 
County Fire Protection District 
spokesman, said Saturday. 

Hundreds of people who 
likely share those concerns 
gathered at a town hall meeting 
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LILAC FIRE TESTED STRATEGIES DRAWN 
FROM HUGE COUNTY BLAZES OF 2007, ’03 


BY PETER ROWE 


After more than a decade of 
studying wildfires, San Diego 
County took its final exams last 
week. 

Did we pass? 

Authorities say the region is 
far better equipped to handle 
swift, wind-whipped flames than 
it was during the firestorms of 
2007 and ’03. 

“Were about 460 million dol- 


lars more prepared,” Supervisor 
Dianne Jacob said Friday, “both 
on the ground and in the air.” 

Officials cited better commu- 
nication among fire agencies; 
more fire engines and air tankers 
on the front lines, day and night; 
and better tracking ofthe flames. 

Despite these advances, the 
Lilac fire’s first 24 hours con- 
sumed 4,100 acres and 85 struc- 
tures. Sometimes, nature will not 
be denied. 


“Remember, this was a wind- 
driven fire,” Cal Fire Capt. 
Kendal Bortisser said. “The 
crews were trying to stay out 
ahead of this as quickly as they 
could and, as we know, when a 
tornado hits the Midwest, there’s 
no stopping it. When a hurricane 
hits the East Coast, there’s no 
stopping it. 

“When the Santa Ana winds 
come through, there’s no stop- 
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DAMIAN DOVARGANES AP 
Participants march against sexual assault and harassment at 


the #MeToo Survivors’ March in Hollywood last month. 


Local attorneys, experts 
who know about breaking 
silences offer answers 


BY MICHELE PARENTE 
& KARLA PETERSON 


It could have happened today or 
years ago. You could have been at 
work or just walking to your car. 
The perpetrator could have been 
your boss, a friend or a stranger. 
You might not even have a word for 
what happened to you, but you 
know that it wasn’t good. 

Regardless of the circum- 


stances, if the wave of women and 
men coming forward to talk about 
sexual harassment and sexual as- 
sault has inspired you to take ac- 
tion, you are about to embark on a 
journey that will be confusing, un- 
predictable and emotionally chal- 
lenging. Where you’re going might 
not be clear at first, nor where you'll 
end up. 

But talking to someone is the 
first step. 

“My key message is, victims are 
not experts in what crime this is or 
if this is a crime, and they’re not ex- 
pected to be,” said San Diego Dis- 
trict Attorney Summer Stephan. 

“The main thing is that the vic- 


_ WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT 
REPORTING SEXUAL HARASSMENT 


tims get support. The silence is 
killer. It eats them up inside. It 
really impacts their life and trust 
and faith in the people around 
them. We have seen this with multi- 
ple victims. Their life becomes 
much more open once they start to 
get help and a support system 
around them.” 

To help you get that support, we 
spoke with San Diego women who 
know about breaking silences. 
From attorneys and advocates to a 
psychologist and a survivor, here 
are their answers to questions 
about sexual harassment and as- 
sault. Their replies have been ed- 
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